TO THB 
H ON O URA RB LE 


"THE 


Knights, Citizens, and Burgelles, 


IN 
PAK LI AME NT Afembled. 


Neaſans bumbly offered — the Maſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants of the Company of Felt-makers, 
ondon, on behalf o f themſelves and all the Felt-makers in England, to obtain an Act of 
Parliament, for the total Probibiting (or laying a greater Duty pon) the Exportation. of Coney- 


Wool, Coney-Skins, Hares-W ool, an TOY 


| HE Art of Felt-waking in England, is if no very long e * in leb than 100 at the Manufactüfe in- 
ſtead of it was Capping, or making of Bonnets and Monmout —_ as may appear by the Laws that have been 
made in favour of the Capping Trade. 


2. But ſince the Art of Felt-making hath been found out, it hath been as much Improved to the Advantage 

| Lingdom, by raifing the Price of Coney-Wool, as any Manufacture whatſoever ; until of late Years 

France having learned the ſame Art, a having the Advantage of our Engliſh Coney-Wool and Hares-Wool ſent from hence; it 

paying a very ſmall Duty for its Exportation (viz. 655 - four Pence per Pound 3 they — of late years ſupplanted us in Making and 

Vending of Hats at moſt of the Foreign Markets, de — Which they could not do, if they had not theſe Wools to make 
ſine and light Hats withal. 


3. The ſame Reaſons may be given on all accounts againſt the Exportation of Hares-· Wool, and Coney-Wool, that are, and have 
been given againſt the Exportation aig Sheeps- Wool, and in . eee more, as is hereafter mentioned, 


1228 —4 the a deve ud mm T E Nations, to prohib! 2 Penalties the Exporting the Materials 
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Vending of Hats at mol. of the Foreign Markers prtiulr 70 poi: Wiich they could not do, if they tad moe thee Wookto make | rn 


ſine and light Hats 8 


3. The ſame Reaſons may be given on all accounts againſt the Exportation of Hares-Wool, and Coney-Wool, that are, and have 
been given againſt the men, 6 Sheeps · Wool, and in * . more, as is hereafter mentioned. 


4+ It hath been che Ir mmon P 
of 8 dae beau hy loſe the Emp | 


5. The preventing the Wools aboveſaid f from being ported, Wilt imploy many Thouſand: cir MA 
36s here, not only of thoſe who are Felt-makers that work the H „ but Thouſands of poor Wor 8 nom are, and 
more will be imployed in Picking, Carding, and Preparin ing 75 22 forts of 80% Wools s But more ef; y, of Foreign 
of a from Poland, Spain, Tore, and · other places, to be worked and mixt with this Coney - Wool, and Harez - Wool Ja the — 
ol Hats. | 


6. Theſe other Sorts of Foreig Wools are brought to theſe Kingdoms by the Product of other ManufiQories, ſent from henoe to 
| fetch them from Spain, Poland, Turkey, and other places, and principally that of Woollen Cloth. and Stuffs ; the ſaid foreign Wools 
being of no other uſe but to mix w the ſaid Cone un 4 -Wool and Hares-Wool, and to be made into Hats. Which foreign Wools, of late 
years, have been carried to France ind Hamborongb, and other places, both from Poland, Spain, and Turkey, tobe mixed with the ſaid 
Coney - Wool; which mult of neceſſity have come into England, had not our Coney- Wool been ſent away to be worked with them: 
So that the Kingdom loſeth both by 84 Exportation of Cloth and Stuffs that fetch or produce theſe Wools, and alſo the working of 
them here; and thoſe Wools from Tzrkey and other places, are now not to be bought by Exchange for Cloth, as formerl "The 
by Ready Money only, and that at Double the Price. And the Reaſon is, Becauſe France now ater it 2 it is ſor no 


other uſe, but to make Hats, and Mir with our Hares-Wool and Coney-Wool ; which they could not do, if they were not ſurni- 
{hed from hence. ü 


9 

7. The Duty chat the ſaid Coney - Wool and Hares-Wool pay for their Ren en is very in inconſiderable, being but 4 d. per 
i Pound, which Pound with other Wool being worked, will make Three Hats, and thoſe Thyce Hats p pay 6 d. at leaſt, Duty for 

their Exportation.: So that the King's Duty is advanced one Third Part in every Pound, an not leſſened by working theſe Wools 
at home, and ſending the Hats abroad to thoſe Markets that are een by the French; which the French He not ſupply with 
Hats of the like Fineoel, oodneſs, Lightneſs, and Chea t we can do, had they not our Coney Wool and Hares-Wool to 
li _"_ thera withat, For there is no other Coney-Wool a ares. oolin the World, t tis, by a fourth Part, ” good as that of 
theſe Kinge on f renn all be wrought i into Hats, without thoſe of theſe Nations beg whit. 


y b bjected, That if this/Coney-Wool and Hares-Wi pl be not exported, the Price of the os Wool will be abated, and 
the Barren Land ot chi Kingdom will turn to no Account by Coney-Warrens, as now it doth, 


- To which the ſaid Company of F elt-Makers humbly Anſwer, 
9. That ſince this preſent War with France, the ſaid Wools could 97 be ſent thither, as formerly, 2 yet the Price of the ſaid 
Coney - Wool and Hares- Wool is now advanced above two third yore! (vix.) from fix Shi ing to Eleven Shillings per Pound, becauſe 
Fran znce, until of late years, did ſerve many  Foreig n Markets with their Light Hats; which they cannot do wo {ft our Coney-Wool. 
ow. our Merchants nd Felt- Makers erg thoſe Markets, and ſo will for ever, if theſe Wools be kept at home, and Manufactu- 
red here. | | 


rt begrejudiced by fuch Proiition ; te Fl: 
6 they ſhall be at the pn 8 were af 


